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Although England avoided the
Thirty Years’ War, it had its own ex-
beriences with passionate war and
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disruption of authority. Between

1640 and 1660 England endured
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the ciil war, the trial and execution
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of its king, Charles I, the rise to
power of Oliver Cromawell, and the
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return to power of the Stuart king,
Charles II. These events stimulated o
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) to ‘ g
formulate one of the most important :
statements of political theory in i
history.
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Hobbes supported the royalist
cause during the civil war and
served as tutor to the future
Charles II. Applying some of the
new philosophical and scientific
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concepts being developed during
the seventeenth century, he pre-
sented a theory for the origins and
proper functioning of the state and political authority. His

main ideas appear in Leviathan (1651), the title page of

which appears here (figure 4.3). It shows a giant monarchi-
cal figure, with symbols of power and authority, presiding
over a well-ordered city and surrounding lands. On close
examination one can see that the monarch’s body is com-

Source: Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, vol. lll of The English Works of
Thomas Hobbes, ed. Sir William Molesworth (London: John Bohn,
1889), pp. 113, 151-153, 157, 159.
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posed of the citizens of this commonwealth who, according
to Hobbes’ theory, have mutually agreed to give up their in-
dependence to an all-powerful sovereign who will keep or-
der. This is explained in-the following selection from
Hobbes’ book, in which he relates the reasoris for the for-
mation of a commonwealth to the nature of authority in
that commonwealth.

ConsiDEr: Why men form such a commonwealth and
why they give such power to the sovereign; how Hobbes’
argument compares with that of James I; why both those



favoring more power for the House of Commons and those fa-
voring increased monarchical power might criticize this
argument.

Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of war,
where every man is enemy to every man; the same is
consequent to the time, wherein men live without other
security, than what their own strength, and their own
invention shall furnish them withal. In such condition,
there is no place for industry; because the fruit thereof
is uncertain: and consequently no culture of the earth;
no navigation, nor use of the commodities that may be
imported by sea; no commodious building; no instru-
ments of moving, and removing, such things as require
much force; no knowledge of the face of the earth; no
account of time; no arts; no letters; no society; and
which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger of vio-
lent death; and the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short. . . .

The final cause, end, or design of men who naturally
love liberty, and dominion over others, in the introduc-
tion of that restraint upon themselves, in which we see
them live in commonwealths, is the foresight of their own
preservation, and of a more contented life thereby; thatis
to say, of getting themselves out from that miserable con-
dition of war, which is necessar-
ily consequent, as hath been
shown in chapter XIII, to the
natural passions of men, when
there is no visible power to keep
them in awe, and tie them by
fear of punishment to the per-
formance of their covenants,
and observation of those laws of
nature set down. . . .

For the laws of nature, as
justice, equity, modesty, mercy,
and, in sum, doing to others, as
we would be done to, of them-
selves, without the terror of
sothe power, to cause them to be
observed, are contrary to our
natural passions, that carry us to
partiality, pride, revenge, and
the like. And covenants, with-
out the sword, are but words,
and of no strength to secure a
manatall. . ..

The only way to erect such a
common power, as may be able
to defend them from the inva-
sion of foreigners, and the in-
juries of one another and

thereby to secure them in such

sort, as that by their own industry, and by the fruits of
the earth, they may nourish themselves and live
contentedly; is, to confer all their power and strength
UpON One marn, Of UPOn one assembly of men, that may
reduce all their wills, by plurality of voices, unto one
will: which is as much as to say, to appoint one man, or
assembly of men, to bear their person; and every one to
own, and acknowledge himself to be author of whatso-
ever he that so beareth their person, shall act, or cause
to be acted, in those things which concern the common
peace and safety; and therein to submit their wills,
every one to his will, and their judgments, to his judg-
ment. This is more than consent, or concord; it is a real
unity of them all, in one and the same person, made by
covenant of every man with every man, in such manner,
as if every man should say to every man, I authorise and
give up my right of governing myself, to this man, or to this
assembly of men, on this condition, that thou give up thy
right to him, and authorise all his actions in like manner.
This done, the multitude so united in one person, is
called 2 COMMONWEALTH, . . . This is the generation of
that great LEVIATHAN, or rather, to speak more rever-
ently, of that mortal god, to which we owe under the
immortal God, our peace and defence. For by this
authority, given him by every particular man in the

commonwealth, he hath the use .
of so much power and strength o
conferred on him, that by terror
thereof, he is enabled to per-
form the wills of them all, to
peace at home, and mutual aid
against their enemies abroad.
And in him consisteth the
essence of the commonwealth;
which to define it, is one person,
of whose acts a great multitude, by
mutual covenants one with an-
other, have made themselves every
one the author, to the end he may
use the strength and means of
them all, as he shall think expedi-
ent, for their peace and common
defence.

And he that carrieth this per-
son, is called SOVEREIGN, and
said to have sovereign power; and
every one besides, his subject.



