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-CITILD LABOUR

if shc would tcll mc thc truttr ns to whrt crusl
'r wi' rc' you, fsrher., Shc sryr, ,l wrr fctrtingih;;i\.*,Iit.
rnd rlre girt I hrd tcrrning hrd got ro lrcrt.t1i,c ;""itil.;',i'J,L
up till I could fettle lhc woste; the ovcrtookcr ctmc round, 

"nO 
r.iC,

"What src you doing ?', I sei{, llt rm fetrting whilc rhc 
",t., 

girii;pl
the uppcr cnd up.," lle raid, .Drop it thir minutc'; snc sri.tr.no]i
must go on wirh thir '; rnd becaurc ghc did not do it, hc took. ,r..p,
rnd bcrt hcr bctwcen rhi shouldcn. My wifc wrs out rt thc tirnc, rni
whcn shc camc in shc seid her bock wrs bcrt nearly to r iclly; rnd thc
rcst of thc girtr cncourrlcd hcr to go to Mrr Vrrlcy, rnd rlrc wcnt to
hcr, tnd shc rubbcd it wirh r prrt of r gles of rum, rnd grve her rn
old silk hrndkcrchicf ro covcr thc plrcc wirh rill it got *,.i1.

Did you observc thosc maikr r fortnight rfterwrrdr l_ycr . . . Wc
coukl not gct thc rum lo rlrrsr it with, but wc got somc mitk rnd rvrlcr,
rnd slrc told rnc thst rhc brthcd ir wirh it ritt ir was cor'ptcrcry wcil.

You could not rtford rny mcdicrl pcrson to virit your drughtcr
wlrcn so cruclly uscd ?-No; rll I could gcr ro rrkc hcr ro rhc Inii:.Lrry
in Lccdc was 2d, rnd I laid out rd of it for rn orenge; I thought rhc
wouid frll sick, and I bouglrt onc pcnny ro[ wirh rhc orhcr . . .

B

Ann Coulson's Pwishnrcnt

Sornrrcl Coulrcn, tri lor, rt Stnnninglcy, ncar Lccds, witlr thrcc dnughtcrl
working in the mi l l r :

l lavc rny of your childrcn bccn strtpped?-Ycs, every oncl thc
cldcst deuglrtcr; I wrs up in Lrncnshirc r fortniglrt, and wlrcn I got
hornc I saw hcr shoulders, rnd I srid, 'Ann, whtt is t lre mattcr ?' She
sr id, 'Thc over lookcr hm strrppcd mcl but ' ,  she said, 'do not go to
rlrc ovrrlooker, for i[you do wc shall lose our work.' I said I would not

Scrrracf Dmonc, sgc 29, fnctory worker tiving ncrr Lceds; rt rhe agc of
rbout tcn bcgan work st Mr Marshalt's mill rt Shrcwsbury, *1,.r.
thc cusiornrry hours whcn work wrs brisk wcrc gcncnlly 5 r.rn. io g p.rn.,
ronretimer frorn 5.3o..m. ro 8 or 9:

whst rncans werc rakcn to kcep tlrc children awakc rnrt vigilrnt,
cspccially rt the tcrminrtion of such r day'r irbour rs you havc dc-
scribcd l-Thcrc was gcncralty r btow or I bol, or r tap with r strap,
or sonrctinrcs thc hrnd.

Ilavc you yourself been strrpped?-ycs, most revercty, til l I coutcl
not bear to sit upon r chair wir!:'ut hnving piltows, rnd through that
I lcft. I wrr strnppcd both on tny own tcgrrrnd thcn I wm put-upon r

P.P. r83r-3r, vol.  XV, p. 193.
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Tke Sadistic Ouerloofur
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rrran's back, and thcn strappcd arrd bucklerl with two str;rps to :ur irult
pil lnr, nnd floggcd, end all by onc ovcrlookcrl aftcr that he took r
picce of tow, nnd twistcd it in thc shape of a cord, and put it in nry
nrouth, and ticd it bchind my lrcad.

l le gaggcd you ?-Ycs; nnd thcn he ordcred mc to run round a part

of thc rnrchinery where he was ovcrlookcr, and lrc stood at ottc cltt l,
nnd cvcry tirne I carnc tlrcre he struck me with a stick, whiclr I bclicvc
was an ash plant, snd which he generrl ly carricd in his harrd, atrd sonrc-
rirncs hc hit me, and sorrrctimcs he did not; and onc of the mcn irt thc
roorn carnc onrl .bcggcd rnc olT, nnd that hc lct mc go, and noi bcat lne
any morc,  nnd conscqucrr t ly  hc did.

You lrave bccn bcetcn with cxtreordinary scvirity ?-Ycs, I w;rs
bceten so that I harl not i)ower to cry nt oll, or hardly spcak at onc l i lnc.
Wlrat agc wcrc you at thst t imc ?-llctwccn lo and r l.

l ' . I ' .  r83l-3r,  vol .  XV, p.  199.

IO

7'hey l-lad No Cloclt

Abralnn lVhilehead, clotlricr, residing ncar l lolmfirthr'ncarly in tlrc
centre of 30 or 40 woollen mills'.

You say you lrave obscrved thcse children constantly for many
ycars goirrg tlrcrc carly in thc morning to tlrcir work, antl contitruilrg
at it t i l l  latc at niglrt ?-Ycs. I havc scen children during this last
winter coming fror:r work on cold derk nights betwccrr ro end I I
o'clock.

This requircs that t lrc cottagcrs slrould wakc thcir childrcn very early
in the nrorning ?-lt cannot be cxpcctcd thcy can go to their work
aslcep.

I lorv car ly do you t l r ink that  they lcavc thcir  hornes?- l  crn tc l l  you
uhat a ncig,hbour told rne sir wceks agol she is thc wifc o[ fottas
ll lrrou'cliffc, rrear Scholcs; hcr child works at a mill niarly two nrilcs
l 'rorrr horne, and I have seen that child coming frorn its work this wirrlcr
bctwecn to end It in thc cveningl and the mothcr tolcl mc that one
tnorning l lr is wintcr the child had bccn up by z o'clock in thc morning,
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when it had only nrrived fro.m work rt I r ; it thcn hacl-to go nerrly *o \.*milcs to the mir, wrrere it hnd to ,rny ,i i i ,. ' .roo, r 'r rhc ov*tooker 
,.\

came to open it.
This family hod no ctock, I suppme?_They hrcl no ctock; un<t shebelieved, from whrt shc nfterwarA, l..rnt-iro'rn the neighbours, tlrrtit was only 2 o'clock when ttre chird wrs carcJ up and wcnt ro wcrklbut this has only generally happencd *r,.n l, has bcen nroonlight,thinking the morning was npprorcrring . , 

ULL'. rrruur'r8llr,

p.p.  rg3t_3r,  vol .  XV, pp. rg_19.
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tVoilw rc ilte Rescue

lvi l l ;a1yKerthan, ric 4r, began work in n mill as n,piecener, at rheage of 8, st s wnge of zs 5rl a wcek for nvclve hours r dny:Yes, I hrve bccn il l-trcared myself; nnd I hrvc sern othert that hrvebeen r good denr rvorse l:sed. There ir e dirfercnce in the aisprsition ofthe rlubber or pcr:f,: under whom rtr. .tr itA is ptaced; some hrvemore 
_ 
humanity, nncl rnther wish to encouragc the chil<tren to0ttcntion, thrn to punirh rhcm for neglig...rrce. I have bcen emptoyedunder both. Some of thcm who ,.. f i" i f,"". some rewards, such nssome fruit, rnd sry that those who hrve th. f.r".rt numbcr of endr in rgivcn time shall hnve t ' is fruit; rnA ottr.,, wil l keep bcnting theclri ldren, whet'er t lrey nre iu fault o, nnr. I have been best wit ' abil ly-rolter [a roller running along the ,"p 

"f 
the nrnctrinc, perhrprz or 3 yards long end 4 or 5 inclies in circumfe.en..; to*ard;;;; i l ,when I hnve been parricularty drowsy, t i l l i . .[.t"Oly vomitecl blood . . .

- 
I.entreated my mothcr not to make a complaint, test I shoutd bcftrrther bcaten''I-he next nrorning after I went to work, she forowed me,ond came to the stubber that hsd used me in thrt way, and gave hima sharp lecture; nnd wlren shc had aon. st,. retired into rhe engine-feeder's house, nnd tclt me to my work; and rs Boon as she was gone,

fc 
b1t me severety again for telt ing, d; ;; oi the young men rhotserved the crr.er, v/ent out an, found my mothrr, .ni ,oti lr;;; ;;;

I
I
t
1
I
t

F
I

r29



. -  J ' ' i ' \ I . i  DOCUMENTS OT TIIs INDUSTRIAL RIVOLUTION

she camc in n;ni;r and inquirctl o[ nrc whal instr.urnent it u'as I wss
benten rvith, but I dunt not do it; ronrc of the bystrrrdcrs pointcd out
thc instrunrcnt, t lre bil ly-rollcr, rnd slre seized it imnrcdiatcly, and
bert lt r ibout thr: fcl low'r herd, rnd grvc him one or two blrck cyes.
l low long !: l io wnr thlr ?-About the yesr I799.

PP. l83r-3r' vol. XV' pp.16-17.

l2

The Girl lVho Got Away

Alexanrlir l)can, overlooker in r lhx-rnil l  rt Dundccl ege, going orr
fot z7; lraving no prrents to take cere of him, he obtained lris f irst iotl
rt the aEc o[twelve In r l lnx mill in Dundee, where thcy worked not less
thrn t7 hours r dry, ercluslve of medr, rnd for wogcs 'sornetimcl
we I,ot the clother whlch were telen frorn others who hod deserted tlre
lervice'. lVer bcelen very oftcn. Ilir rtory continued:

One time I war struck by thc maltcr on the hesd with his clcnchctl
l irst, rnd l ickcd, whcn I was down. I ssw onc girl trnilcd by rhc hair
of lrer head, and kicked by hlm, whcn rlre wrl down, ti l l  she roarcd
'lvlrrrderl 'several t inres. The girl told me thet the mastcr hrd wished
to use frmilirrit ic with her, end she hnd relused the night bcforel nrirl
he found r snrdl deficiency in hcr work, end he took thnt opportunity of
rbusing her.

fl laving run srvry, lre eventurlly got work m rn overlookcr st
Duntruin mill, where the hrnds were principelly childrcn, I g,rcrt
numbet of them below the rge oftwelve, rnd the poorcst of thi poor.
Some wcre from the poothouses of lldinburgh, the orphen-houses,
tnd they wcre 3cnt to the mill rt six or seven, and lome at the ngcs of
lhrec or four. From time to time there wcre cttcmpts 0t cscal)c.i

There wcre two girlr thot nude their escape through the roof of the
house, end lcft ncarly nll thcir clother bchind them. ' l 'hey finally
cscalxd.

At thc tirne I wns irr thc mill, there wus I young wornen wlro had becn
hcpt seven months in the gio! ut Dundcc for descrting this mill; arrri she

t30

CITTLD LABOUR

wus brought brck, nfter heving been In the geol for revcn nrorrthl, to
mnke up for her lost tlme rnd the expcnser Incurred. One dey I wor
nlermed by her crles. She wrr lying on the floor, rnd the mcster hrd
her by thc hrlr ofhcr herd, rnd wrs klcking her In the frce till rhe blood
wrr running down . . After the mester hed retircd from the flat
[work-rooml, I oJrcned the door nnd let her out, rnd told hcr to runl
rnd thc rnn3ter crme bnck and missing her out of the epnrtrnent, begnn
cursing rnd rwerdng 6t me for lettlng her out, tnd ordercd mc to run
rfter her, which I refured to do. I strted thrt owlng to thc ill-treetment
she had reccived, I never would be the mrn thrt would rurr eftcr hcr
rnd bring hcr brck to the torture. She uns not brought beck, rnd,
not bcing in r rituntion to gct tny other cmployment, she beceme r
prostitute. She wrs tried at the circuit of Pcrth for rteeling, rnd
trrnsportcd to Van Dlemrn's Lrnd.

P.P. t83r-3t, vol. XV, Dp.t69-171.
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