
$/hat Is Enlighteirment?
ltm,antLelKant,
Cne of the most peruasiue themes amang Enligh'tenrr'ent'

tninkers ,r^ o ,uli-ronscictts sense af a spirit of enlt'gh'ren-

ment. This is iiLusnated ir, th,e iolloo.uir.g excerDt irom a sh'ort

essair b1r Im'manuelKant (1721-fiAq o/Kolgsberg:n E"zs;

Prrrss,a. 'Kar"t, one of the worl.d's most profot'tnd philosopb'ers,

is partlc'"iarL,^r kr'.oo,un for h.is ana\sis of the httm'ar- n"ind and

h.iw it reLerc's to naLLLre, as set forth in hls Crltique of P'-rre

Reason (1 7 B 1) . In the f olloo.urn essay, wnt'ten tn I 7 84' K-ant

defi.nes the spirit of th.e Enligh,t€1t't11?rLt ar'"d" d'escribes scme oi

its impliclttans.

Coustxa: \Xlhat Kant meals by "freeCom." ar.d wh1 he

feeis ireedorn is so central to the EnligL't'enment'; 'now people

can beco"me enlightzned o.nci the apDropi"ace e'r'q'ircnm-en: to

facil,ita;e this enl,ighrcnmenr'; what Kent o"ucttld consiCer

" ma.iL.r"'ie" ; hoo,u Kar.-t reLates er'"Lightenrflent er''i' Doi'itics'

Enlightenmenl is man's leaving his self'causeC iminatu-

r:iry. Irnmaturiry is the incapaciry to use one's inrelligence
-rvithout the guidance of another' Such immaturi:7 ls self-

caused ii it is not caaseC, by lack of inieLligence, but by

lack of determinaiicn and courage to Llse one's intelli'
gence ,,viihor-rt being guided bv another' SaDere Attd"e!

llur. th. courage lo use,vour cwn intelligencel is there-

{o.: i:-e r:ror:o of rLre erlig'r.;enmen:
*L --:..-'anC cooar-{Lce a ll:se ra:- cfL ILt'-rU-gLL -.1-LLICJJ

manki.nd, e.zen after natllre has fieeC then trom aher-l

. Lrlo:c:. . tCiv r:nrl:- :n:r:atr-r:e i::s beca-";e c- -:':'--
a::; a.:.-l c: oai'd-:e :i-.r. -r ls :: easl il: o:f-=:s -J -LS-Lip
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.: i :.:"e o i r rk'vr-:h --::-'l-r-:j ::-31:'1r-; f;r::": --' -tas:)l
"rvhc hi,s a.ri-:scieiice ici 11e, a,jcctor,,vho wlli;-lci:e:''
-ilei icr- i:it ard sc on, ihen I,i.o nct need tc t::trt lrt';eii'

i .jLo Ltci i21,.:e aiii/ neeC tc thiirit; ii I can pa7, orr':;s '"lLL

SollRc:: li-ritatr,ul 11u.;1, "Vlihai is Err iqlienmenr?" tn The Phitcscphy ci

&nr, i;.r'l ,i.;r-redrcir,;cl. lei:rtniecl b-v p:rrnissicn of lialrclc'n i-louse,

inc. iNevl'icrL, 1 9"19), pp 1 31-l 3'1,, 3'j-1 i? C;r:;'r i';ht @ 1 94-l by
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take orier the tedior-rs job ici me. The guarCians r'vho have

kindlv undertaken the super''ision r'i'ill see i: it chat b'i far
--, l).-...- -e-- .- nr:-k:r--'., inciuCir3:f-e enri:eLLI! ldr5!JL I-arL vr r

"beautiful sex," should ccnsider the step into na'ti:iq'',

not only as dificult'but as -;ery dangerous. ' '
But it is more nearlv posslble for a plrblic io enlighten

itseli this ts even inescaoable if only the pubhc :s gt'ren

ir. f.^-l^*

Ail thac is required for rhis enlightenmenl is iie3i61^'1'

and particr-rlarly the least harmiul ot all that ma1' be

called fteedcm, namel',;, rhe h'eedom fcr man ro make

public use of his reason in aLi rnatters. ' . .

The qu:srion ma7 r.o 1'te ;'-::, Do rve [i-'e a: pre'er- in-

an enlightened age? The a,nswer i.s: No, but ln an age of
enlighienmenl. Mr-rch stiiL prevenLs men ftom being

placed in a position or even being piaced intc pcsrticn to

Lise their own minds secu:ely and -uvell in matters lf reh-

gion. But lve Co have very clefi.nite indications that this

fielLi cf endea,ici is being opened up for men to t';crk

freelT and ieduce graiualli the hindrances pr:-,-enti^1g ?'

generai enlightenment a:ld an escape from seLf-ca"rsed

immaturifv'. In this seilse. ihis age is the age of en[ghten-

meni and the age of Fi:i,erick (The Great) . .

I ha're empi-asL-::. :L, :aL-. pcir-. cl enlLgf-::r'n-:nr'

thai is of mn^'s release iiom his self-causeC i:rrnaiurir'7,

criniarily inm"atters ci reiiEon. i have done thLs because our

rrilels ha,re ro inier-est in pla','ing ::re gual-dian oi their

sr-rbjecis in maiteis of a,ris aitd. scieiices. Furthernor: i:n-

inat,-rrii--7 in matters of ieligton is nol only mosi noxilr-Ls

b'.rt aLso mosi dishonoiable. 3ut the pcint oi vie',v cf a

l-Leacl ;israie ,',1-Lo *;:rs it:,:cicn rn ti-ie aits and sci.ences

'- "' 
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g:r L:- Legislaticn re:nrriing i-tis subjects r'o inake ar'ibilc '-rse

of ,-heir o1,-,'n reason aicL rc subn-1i,1 py;bl.ic'',i their ir;,-Lghis

i.:g::r:-re a l:-:::: ::i::ttig ci s,-rch lat;,s tc,qetir.el- ;irh a

iialit ciii:cisi:i ci e;.:isr:.1.g i:g:siiitlon. \,"G ira'ie a shidng e;<-

a.tci: cf rlr.is; nc princ: :r:eis l.lii:.i ..,'horn t'ie aciilire.

Onil, ;is ,.ho is ilir.s:i.t:r,lgh.er-Led dces lol ieal specti::
wlL.::.. ir': ai tle sa:le itir: has a',"elL-c1isci.ci,,..;! u-;in!'ai
bi; :r:..-...sai .ts zr. t;,lZ,ianl:e cf i-.ublic 

"eece. 
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