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V4.,i.le the Enlightenment wes dominarcd b1 m.en, ttnere were
possibilities for actiue inuoluement by women. Set,eral wa:it€:l
pla,"'ted partict tlarll important roles cLs patrans and intellecu,tal
contribtftors to th.e gatherings oi philosoph.es an.d rr,er"bers oi
th.e upper-middle-class ar"d aristocratic eLite held in th"e salons
of Paris and eisewlwre. It was, h,or.ueuer, far n.ore dffictit. for
d wamcm to pttblish serioLts essays in the Enlighten"mer-i tadi-
tion. Indeed, Enlightewnent thtnkers did little to char,ge basic
attitttdes about the inferioritl of women. Cne person o.uh"o

managed to do both o.uas Mary V/ollstonecraft (j75g-179 / ),
a British attthor o.uho in 1792 ptblished A Vndication of
the fughts of Woman. The book was a sharply reasoned.
atteck agcLinst the oppression of women and an argt tmer.t for
educational change. In the iolloo.uing excerpt \,Yollstonecraft
eddresses th.e artth"or of a proposed necu constittttion for
France that, in henspinion, does not adeqt tatell Ceal, with tlw
righ,ts of women.

LONISIDIF.: Wry edttcation is so centra! to h.er argl"Lment;
th"e ways in which this arg,tmet.t reflects the mecl..ods and
iCeais of th.e Er-hghter.;mer,"t..

Contending for the rights of r,von'ranJ my main argumeni
r.s buiLt on this siraple pri.nciple, thar if she be noi pre-
paied by eCr-rcaiion ro becon'Le the companion of man,
sire wi.ll stop rhe progress of lcnowledge and virtue; for
illrth mlrst be common to all, or it r,vill be ineffi.cacior-rs
,r'lth lespect to its ir:ihrence on general practice. And
how can woman be expecteci io co-opeiate unless she
knows ,,vh,7 she ought to be viit,-io,-is? unless f..-eedcn.l
siiengrl-LerLs her reason tiil she coinplei:encis her duty,
al-Ld sees in r,v'hai manner ii is connecied wiil.l. lt:l real
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good. if children are to be ed,-rcared ic r-inderstand the
trr-re principle of patnotr.srn, rhei.r nr.other: must be a pa-
trict; and the love of mankind, foin which an orderl,v
trair-L of virir-res spring, can only be produced by consider.
ing the moral and civrl interest of mankrnd; b,-rr rhe edu-
cation and'situatiot'r of woman at present shr_rrs her out
fr orn sr-rch invesiigations.

In this r.vcrk I ha,re produced mar1r arguments, which
to 1ne r,vere conclr_tsii,,e, to piove tl-La: the prevaiiing no.
tion iespecting a sexual character ,,vas subversive of
moraLiry, and I have contendeC, thar io reLrder the hr-1.

rnan bcdy and mi.nd mcre perfect, chastiry mLLSt more
universally prevail, ar-rd that cl:astiiy r,vili never be ie-
spected rn the male ,,vor.ld dli ihe person of a woman is
not, as i.c weLe, idclised, when litile virtue or sense ern-
belhsLr it wirh rhe grand rraces of menral beaury, or rhe
interesirng sireplicity of affecricn.

Consrdel, sir; dispassionatel,v il-rese obser-vations, for a
glimpse of this tlr-rti-l seemed to open befcie you when you
obseive;I, "rha: to s:e one-half of the human iace ex-
cl,-rde,--1 b1, rhe other ftom all par:ricipaiion cf goveinmenr
r.,;as a political phenor:renon, ihat, accorcting to abstract
pri.nciples, i: i,vas impossible to expiain." If io, cn ivhat
dces ,vour constirll[ion resri If cl-Le abstlact rights cf man
'uvill bea,r cliscr-rssioi-r ancl explanation, those of r.vonan, by
a pa;ir,t cf reasonrng, r,vil1 rLot shnnk frcn :he sarrie tesr;
rhciLgh a different opinion prevails in il-Lis coun::7, built
ott rhe ve1-y arglilnents r,virich l/oLl Llse ic j.rrsilq, th: cp-
p l:-.,:. :. ::," t:'.ra.r-:l:s:r.ip:i- "--.

Ccnsii:i-l adcl.ress yoll as a iegisl;,;or--,,,heiher,
r,;hen irel contentl fcr iheir ir-eedorr, ;.:-L,i :o l_.e alio,,,re,l
to jucige fci themsehres i'especiln: iheii c,i,l happiness, ii
be nci- ilccL-rsisient ancl r-rnjusr tc. sirbj.,rglie wci:l.en, evei-r
:holLgh.,.ori fi.::uL,,,beiiei.e ihai 1,q,"1 ar-e a.;iltg in the rrran-
ner hest caicrLlated rc .JL-omote their- h:rlpiness j Who
iraCe n.tr,.. i.1te e:<clnsi're 1,-r-.ig:. -i ,,,o,-.,,,.r-, p:.::iake rr,iith
--.'-::... : : :---: ;'-.:' - :'.::.s -.- .
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few ulomen participatzd airecil,y in the Scier-tific Ren;oluiior..,

bttt they o"uere th.e excepiion rath?.r than the nLle. The Scien-
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tific R.euoltLtion was based ar, principles sttch as observing,

meaviring, experi"nentir.g, and coming b reasoned ccnclt'''-

slons. \{'ere thiseprir,.cip'tes appliedbl mento ch.ange -lssitm)-

tions c.bout wo'meni parria,tlari.""t abo'"Lt femali phxsioiogyi

Bcnnie S. Andersor, qnd J',td.itl', P Zmsser address :h's t1''es-

tion in ttneir interpretiq-,e s,,Lr',)ei of worrc'n in Eurcpeen" h'is'

tory, Al{i.story of Their Cwn.

Col'isii:p.: Accori"tng to Ande,"son ar"d Zinsser, +uh1 r.he:z

wcLS na Scier"tific Reo;ohr-ion for tuc'n'ei'-; how percepiots oi

iemalephlslclog- reLote to broader assLLlrQiians aboui tuorn"en

and.'men.

In tl-ie sixteenth and seventeenih centuiies Euicpe's

learneC nr.en questioneci, aliereC, and dismissed some of
ll-re n-Lost hallowed precepts cf Euiope's inheiired
wisdom. Tl-re inrellecrual upheaval of rhe Scientiic P'ev-

cluiion caused rhem to eramine and describe ane'"v- ihe

lr.ature of the unt,rerse and Lts folces, the natule of the

i-ruman 
-body 

and irs f,.-rncrions' \rler, used telescopes anci

rejected the raCiiionaL insister-rce c11 ihe smootli surface

of the rnoon. Ga1i1eo, i-ei1-'nirz, and Ne',vion siul:ed aL-Li

cl-Larted rhe m.cr.ement of the planeis, discove:ed g':ai'ir-r

and:l.e ::-e r:-a-:t:.-s---:: fe:'':::-:l:= ea::h ari :l--: :ur.
Fall:;-- -ir.:::te-t tL-: f.--:.::- :lC'-' I{.r:-':; JL;;c.''e::J

tl:e ciiculation cf ihe bl.'cd, aL:l ]-eeu''i'e:'hoei< iound

s E e r:r-ra.: -' : I a'; L -l-. :. i.s i::-c : -'s : JDe.

::: 'vo-:e.., -u".-e,-:-: -L-'r: ''i-:-: L:: Sci:r--i=c -:.:''-cLu-

don. \i4-Len n-Len studie.-i ,"eina'1e anaioi.rrl, whe:r ihey spoite

oit -.e:r.-,e :l--',;-;:--;. -.: 
-.-'::-:: s ::::':c1.:::-': -::ar-s. CiY'_l -_" _",

l

:he ie,nale role in procreaiion, tl:e1' ceased to be scientifi'c'

The," s'.rspended ieason and did not accellt the evLdence cf
chelr senses. Ti-aciition, prejudice, and lmag'.naricn, not sci-

e-rrifi.c observaiion, governeC rheii ccr,.ciusions a'ooul

i1:olr'ien. The writings of dre classical auiL-rcrs like A"istotle
anC Gaien coniinued to carry the same authoriq'as lhet/

had u,hen first,,r,ntren, long aiter they had been discarde,-1

in orhei aieas. N4en spoke in the name of che ne- "science"

b'ut i:routhed words and pnrases i'cn the olci tisogyny. In
the nam.e of "science" tire-v gave a slilposed physiological
-basis 

ic the traditional viervs of won:en's natule, function,

and rcLe. Science aflrrrned whac men haci al'la1's known,

li,har cusiorn, la,v, and iellgior naC posrulateC and justi{ied'
'V"/ith tl-Le authorii)r of thei.r "olrjeciive," "rational" inqr-lrry

rhet,,.-est:a'ed ancieni pren-iises and a.rn'"'ed al the same tra-

diional conclusions: the innate s'.i-'eiiclirv'cf tl-Le male and

the justifiable subord:narion o{ the fenale.


